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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Govans Library is a one story, three bay building of the Neo-Colonial
Revival. It is built of brick set in Flemish bond. A slate shingled, gabled
roof is trimmed with an undecorated boxed cornice and a gabled parapet roof
trim. The main entrance in the central bay and the two flanking windows of

the front are all capped with recessed fan transom panels. Each window is
divided into three sections by two mullions. The central section has fifteen
lights and the minor side sections each have five lights. The windows are
surrounded with moulded trim. The main entrance has a moulded trim archi-
trave, a flat-topped transom and an entabulature. The back wings of the build-
ing were added in 1942.

The Govans Library fronts Bellona Avenue about a block north of York and Bellona.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

On September 7, 1900 the initial meeting of the Neighborhood Improvement Club of
Govans (later the Women's Club of Govans) was held when twenty-one ladies of the
neighborhood met to discuss the proposition of forming a Village Improvement Club.
At this meeting someone made a far-reaching suggestion to start a library for
Govanstown. This dream began to materialize at a meeting on February 3, 1903 when
a branch of the Pratt Library for Govanstown was suggested and fifty dollars were
collected toward that purpose. Having neither the money to build a library nor the
books to supply it at this time, the Club started collecting books on their own and
housed them in neighborhood homes. The home of Mrs. Jane Bell on Bellona Avenue
“'rst served this purpose. Other homes of neighborhood residents were used until
... small library, a collection of 1,000 books by 191L, moved to a room in the YMCA
building (presently the VFW Post) on Harwood Road.

In 1919 a new effort was made to bring an Enoch Pratt Library Branch to Govans. All

the leading ladies of the community sought to find a suitable lot, and in 1912 Home-

land estate owner, David Maulden Perine, donated the present lot. The present build-
ing was erected shortly thereafter and opened on September 13, 1921.

"Throughout the years of the Library's existence there have been complete harmony and
cooperation between it and the community. Not only has it proved to be the nearest
approach to a community house that Govans has had, but it has also been a place where
worthwhile lectures may be heard and a source of information of all kinds". (Frances
Sidwell Benson. History of the Women's Club of Govans, 19L5).
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Govans Enoch Pratt Library branch #22

5714 Bellona Avenue

Block 5140A Lot 010
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